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 ǚ Animal Handling Procedures

A. v. Thaden (Munich) 

Lately animal welfare has taken an increasingly value in pre-clinical trials as new scientiic knowl-

edge is available to improve scientiic procedures and to raise the minimum standards working 

with live animals. This basic attitude has on the one hand found its way into the demands for 

day-to-day work with animals and on the other hand into proper publication of scientiic results: 

Member states of the European Union have to ensure that staf is adequately educated, compe-

tent and continuously trained according to the Annex V of the European Directive 2010/63 [1]. 

This training can for example be made up of certiied one- to two week courses, in-house lec-

tures and practical work as requested by local authorities. 

Numerous web-tutorials ofer their support to interested researchers not only in Europe [2; 3; 4] 

and scientists working with laboratory animals should thus be up to date regarding the estab-

lished handling procedures according to the FELASA recommendations [5] including the prin-

ciples of 3R´s [6; 7]. 

As mentioned above the issue of animal welfare has moreover found its way in many nameable 

journals which nowadays postulate guidelines to maximise the availability and utility of the in-

formation gained from every animal and every experiment and to prevent unnecessary animal 

use in the future. Authors have to give information on the basis of a checklist of items including 

detailed experimental procedures such as the route of administration, anaesthesia, analgesia 

and euthanasia [8].  
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